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BEST IN SHOW

A historic barn, previously home
lo prize-winning cattle, has been
trangformed, for 21st-century living

e
Living area |
The kitchen leads on to a
seating area, where friends

and family can relax. Coffee

table and sofas, all Pippa
Paton Design. Lamps, Frezoli.
Rattan vase, Floe & Joe
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O8I WOULD HAVE BEEN EASIER
JORIASTERFVERY WALL, BUT WE
L FELT T WAS ESSENTIAL TO RETAIN
bl SHARACTER OF THE BARN®

S e

here’s a romance to returning to your roots, but real life
can make it tricky to find that happy ending, as Polly and
George Phillips know. They grew up in the Cotswolds
and were itching to find a way back. 'We met there, we
love the area and consider it home,’ says Polly. But they were both
working in Bath and finding time to property-hunt was tricky.

Then one afternoon, as they strolled through the farm owned by
George's family near Bibury, Gloucestershire, the solution - in all its
mud-spattered glory - appeared. 'We were mulling over the future
of a ramshackle old grain store at the edge of the farmstead. It was
built of Cotswold stone, set high above the village, with amazing
views over the Coln Valley, explains Polly. ‘It had great potential.

Most recently used to store farm machinery, the barn’s roof was
intact - but not much else. The couple set about restoring the
structure and obtaining planning permission. They also made the
building as eco-friendly as possible, setting strict low-carbon goals,
using breathable insulation materials and ground-source heating.
‘Old stone buildings can be draughty and we wanted to be certain
that the barn would feel cosy once the work was complete, says Polly.

Also high on their list was a determination to preserve the barn’s
character, leaving the stone walls and original timber beams visible
where possible. ‘It would have been easier to plaster every wall,
but we felt it was essential to retain the barn’s character, says Polly.
‘After all, that was what we had loved so much when we first saw it

The barn now has three bedrooms and three bathrooms on the
upper floor, with two generously-sized living areas, one including
the kitchen, on the ground floor. The centre of the main living
room and kitchen area soar to double height, turning the barn’s
original scale into a dramatic feature. ‘We love that sense of space,’
says Polly. There is also a snug, and a further two bedrooms and
bathroom, on the ground floor. ‘We wanted to be able to have
friends and family over, with room for everyone to relax,’ she says.

‘My original plan had been to tackle the interior design myself,
but when | became pregnant | realised | just didn't have the
time - or expertise - to achieve the result we wanted,” she says.

Recommendations led them to interior designer Pippa Paton.
‘We clicked instantly,’ says Polly. ‘Pippa has an ability to respect a
building's heritage while making rooms welcoming. | love the way
she combines textures and natural materials with effortless ease.

Polly and Pippa's shared loved of reclaimed finds is evident
throughout the barn, from a set of old cow bells on a desk to
coffee tables made from salvaged barn doors. 'We found about
50 Best in Show certificates tacked to the rafters when we first
visited,’ says Polly. ‘They must have been gathered over years for
all the prize-winning cattle. Now they are framed and hang on
the wall in the snug to remind us of the barn’s long history!

As the project progressed - with baby Lilah arriving halfway
through - the venture became more ambitious. The couple
has since taken on more of the old farm buildings, renovating
them, with Pippa’s help, for luxury holiday rentals. ‘The
Cotswolds has always been good to us, says Polly.
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AT HOME WITH...

Owoners Polly Phillips, who
used to work in sales, and her
husband, George, a grain dealer,
live here with their daughter,
Lilah, 18 months, with another
baby on the way. Together, Polly
and George now run Bibury Farm
Barns (biburyfarm.com).

IHouse Afive-bedroom barn
conversion, dating back to
the early 19th century and

converted in 2018.
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Kiitchen

Shaker-style cabinets are a
practical solution in this light,

airy space. Cabinetry and

bar stools, all Pippa Paton

- Design. Pendant lights,
s rezoli. For similar leather

Exterior
The five-bed barn conversion
dates back to the 19th century

Kitchen
ining is easy in
ociable sp
back ti

LIVING THE DREAM

Polly loves boosting her wellbeing
by spending time outdoors.

What are the benefits of
spending time oulside?
‘I feel better able to cope with busy
days if | put my computer and phone
away and get outside for a while.

Any favourite activities?
'‘George and | both love walking and
horse riding. | also enjoy fly fishing.’
Vame a nice winter walk

'There is a well-signposted circular
route, which starts from Bibury to
Coln St Aldwyns, following the
pretty River Coln with stunning
views of the Cotswolds.’

Living room
The coffee table is
made from stable
doors, found in the
farmyard. Sofa,
Pippa Paton Design

Kitchen

A butler sink adds classic
style. Sink, forsimilar,
try Shaws of Darwen

Hallway
I flooring flows into
the living area’lgﬁgﬂme

tiles, Indigenous
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE BARN

En suile
bathroom

A burnished bronze
roll-top bath gives the
wow factor. Bath,
Albion Bath Company

OLD STONE BUILDINGS CAN BE

DRAUGHTY, BUT WE'VE USED
SUSTAINABLE INSULATION AND
GROUND-SOURCE HEATING TO

HELP THE BARN FEEL COSY

<#L#> COUNTRY HOMES & INTERIORS

- An oversized headboard
‘ akes an eye-catching
"; _state’ﬁfé‘nt. Pendant.
./ lights, Indigen




GLOUCESTERSHIRE BARN

Bedroom Bedroom
For a similar Shades of brown create
table, try a rich, warm look. Walls

Cox & Cox painted in Thames Mud
pure flat emulsion,

! Paint & Paper Library

ON MY
DOORSTEP...

Jisil..."Cotswold Woollen Weavers
(cotswoldwoollenweavers.co.uk),
Lechlade, is a family-run woollen mill
in 18th-century buildings, selling
beautiful clothes, soft furnishings
and interior pieces made by local
tradesmen, with a wonderful
museum of textile curiosities.’

) Shop al... 'The Upton Smokery
s (uptonsmokery.co.uk) outside Burford
et for smoked fish, pies and cured meats.’

Balhro&;n ¢ Go forameal al...'The

A nickel wash bowl J Wheatsheaf Inn (cotswoldswheatsheaf.

adds glam’c;u r. y com), Northleach, a 17th-century stone

Basin and mirror, b coaching inn with roaring fire, delicious
— both Indigenous food and local beer and cider.’

Snug

Best in Show
certificates enjoy
pride of place.
Desk, Pippa
Paton Design

Bedroom
Natural materials
create a harmonious
scheme. Scottish
wool lampshades,
Orains. Stools,
Graham and Green

En suite

A wall-hung basin frees up space.
Basin, Lusso Stone. For a similar
mirror, try The Old Pill Factory

<#L#> COUNTRY HOMES & INTERIORS

FEATURE AMELIA THORPE PHOTOGRAPHS PAUL CRAIG, (EXTERIOR AND PORTRAIT) DAVIDE LOVATTI
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