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The secluded location and rustic authenticity  
of this former bull pen made it special. And owners 

Polly and George Phillips had the vision to see  
the luxury home it would become

CALM IN THE 
COTSWOLDS  
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Kitchen
This open-plan space 

combines raw, natural 
materials and lots of texture, 
enhancing simple and sleek 

contemporary cabinetry. 
Vintage bread peel,  

Tallulah Fox. Console table, 
Anton & K. Wall lights, Alp
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G LO U C E S T E R S H I R E  B A R N
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Kitchen
The zellige-tiled splashback, 
oxblood leather stools and 
photographic artwork combine 
to lift this simple white space.
Stools, Pippa Paton Design. 
Pendants by Showroom 
Finland Pilke 18, Treacle 
George. Prints, Amy Bateman
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AT HOME WITH

Owners Polly Phillips is the 
marketing/guest experience director at 

Bibury Farm Barns. Her husband, 
George, is a grain trader. They have 

two children: Lilah, two, and Rory, one.

House Bull Pen is a three-bedroom, 
converted 19th-century stone barn, 
one of five at George’s family farm.  
The barns have been converted and 
were opened as boutique holiday 

properties in September 2019.

T he Bull Pen is one of a cluster of five barns 
that owners Polly and George Phillips 
finished converting nearly two years ago.  
‘It formed part of George’s family farm, the 

nucleus of which is next door to the barns and still used 
as the main farm buildings, surrounded by land,’ Polly 
says. ‘We named each barn after its original agricultural 
use, so there’s the Bull Pen, the Grain Store, and others. 
They are beautiful buildings, and being set above 
Bibury gives them wonderful views. We wanted to turn 
them into a haven for people coming to explore this 
wonderful area, where we both grew up. We live just a 
stone’s throw away, in the village of Ablington.’

Renovating the barns was a huge undertaking, 
although relatively straightforward. ‘The barns were in 
disrepair, but structurally in good shape. Only one of 
the five required underpinning, which was a relief,’ says 
Polly. ‘We did decide to install ground source heat 
pumps. It’s a great system and keeps the barns at an 
ambient temperature all year round, while negating  
the need for unsustainable heating sources. There is 
something very soothing about setting a bare foot on 
the warm floor and knowing that the heat comes 
directly from the earth below.’

The biggest structural change was to Bull Pen, which 
was the only barn to have a newly built segment 
added. ‘Our main focus was to retain as many of the >
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Living room
A large-scale artwork, simply 
propped against the far wall, 

highlights the wonderfully 
high, sloping ceilings in this 
space. Linen sofa, cushions 

and leather armchair, 
Pippa Paton Design. Coffee 
table, made from a vintage 
threshing machine. Canvas, 

Archie Leschallas

G LO U C E S T E R S H I R E  B A R N
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Dining area
Simple, clean-lined furniture 
and an oversized canvas 
makes this rustic space 
contemporary. Dining table 
and benches, Pippa Paton 
Design. Canvas, Archie 
Leschallas. Pendants, 
Tamasine Osher. Wood 
bowls, Anthony Bryant. 
Vintage mirrors, No.52
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❝OUR MAIN FOCUS WAS 
TO RETAIN AS MANY 

ORIGINAL FEATURES AS 
POSSIBLE. WE WANTED THE 
AESTHETIC TO TELL A STORY 

ABOUT THE BARNS’ 
HERITAGE❞
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Bedroom
A vintage bread peel adds 
warmth to the cool, grey tones 
of the room. Headboard, 
bedside table and cushions, 
Pippa Paton Design. Vintage 
bottles, Anne Fowler. 
Artwork, Emma Lewis

Kitchen
Original iron supports were 

left exposed with furniture 
and fittings arranged 

around them. Leather chair 
and side table, Pippa Paton 

Design. Vintage shutters, 
Josephine Ryan Antiques

Exterior
The five barns were 
converted between October 
2017 and July 2019

original interior and exterior features as possible,’ says 
Polly. ‘We wanted the aesthetic to tell a story about the 
barns’ heritage.’ The couple engaged Pippa Paton, 
founder and design director of Pippa Paton Design, to 
help them with the transformation. Polly remembers, 
‘On our first walk-around with Pippa, she spotted  
some certificates from prize-winning bulls and sheep 
pinned to the rafters. They dated back to George’s 
grandparents’ time in the 1950s. When she scrabbled 
in the dust to salvage them for cleaning and reframing, 
we knew she was the right choice!’

The brief was to create a light and contemporary 
interior with a focus on comfort and luxury. Pippa picks 
up the story: ‘The floor-to-ceiling windows allow the 
sun to stream in, accentuating the lofty height of the 
barn, which encouraged me to develop a light, fresh 
look inspired by Scandinavian design. In keeping with 
this mood, a light wood floor runs throughout, while 
materials – from linen upholstery to jute rugs and  
hand-turned beech pendant lights – are natural.’

Pippa had an obstacle to overcome, though, thanks 
to the peculiar nature of the building. ‘There was 
limited scope to expose the original fabric of the 
building because a renewable insulation material was 
used in the walls.’ To add character to the space, she 
had to get creative: ‘I did this with materials and 
colours, but also by adding unusual pieces. Framed >

CHI261.house_paton.indd   38 15/03/2021   12:25



COUNTRY HOMES & INTERIORS     39  0123456789

G LO U C E S T E R S H I R E  B A R N

Bedroom
Vintage Shaker house 

panels lined up on a 
shelf draw attention to 

the height of this room. 
Bedside pendants, Pinch. 

Headboard, bench, 
cushions and throw, Pippa 

Paton Design. Bedside 
trunks, Brownrigg

❝WE LOVE THE USE OF RAW 
MATERIALS THAT REFLECT THE 
SURROUNDINGS – EXPOSED 

WOOD AND STONE, THE 
SLUBBY LINENS AND CARVED 

WOOD PENDANTS ❞
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Bathroom
‘The soft and feminine 

style is always a hit with 
our guests,’ says George. 

‘The soft pink hues and the 
marble-effect double rain 

shower, contrasting with the 
bare Cotswold stone wall – 
it’s a dream.’ Painting and 

ceramics, Jayne Tricker

G LO U C E S T E R S H I R E  B A R N

❝RURAL LIFE AT BIBURY FARM IS JUST 
MAGICAL, AT EVERY TIME OF YEAR  

IT’S A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE: LONG WALKS 
AND PICNICS BY THE RIVER IN THE  

SUMMER OR COSYING UP IN FRONT OF  
A ROARING FIRE IN THE WINTER❞
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Bathroom
‘The enormous roll-top bath 
looking out onto the private 

courtyard is the first thing 
you notice when you walk 

into this amazing room,’ says 
George. Bath, Albion Bath Co
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ON OUR DOORSTEP

Visit… ‘The Cotswold Wildlife Park 
(cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk)  

outside Burford. Having young 
children, we love this mini zoo with  
all sorts of amazing animals, set in  

beautiful gardens.’

Shop at…  ‘The Organic Farm 
Shop at Abbey Home Farm 

(theorganicfarmshop.co.uk) on the 
Burford Road outside Cirencester. 
Just one of the many great farm 

shops selling fresh local produce.’

Go for a meal at… ‘The Bell 
Inn, Langford (thebelllangford.com).  

It has an amazing atmosphere  
and serves indulgent British food  

at an affordable price.’

photographs highlight the barn’s agricultural past, 
while olive jars, sculptural wooden dough-proving 
bowls and a rustic baker’s paddle add interest.’

George and Polly loved the results: ‘Particularly the 
use of raw materials that reflect the surroundings – 
exposed wood and stone, thick, slubby linens, carved 
wood pendants, and the iron supports that have been 
left uncovered and incorporated into the design,’ says 
Polly. ‘It felt absolutely amazing when we welcomed 
our first guests. We were so nervous; we knew that this 
was a special place and that it exuded everything we 
would look for in a rural retreat, but you never know 
whether others will “get it” after all the effort that has 
been put in. Luckily, we have been blown away by the 
feedback we have received. We have had countless 
requests for details of our bed linen (which is made by 
a local husband-and-wife team called Bedfolk). Rural 
life at Bibury Farm is just magical, at every time of year 
it’s a great place to live: long walks and picnics by the 
river in the summer or cosying up in 
front of a roaring fire in the winter.’
Enquire about renting Bull Pen  
at biburyfarm.com. Taken from 
Twenty First Century Cotswolds 
Volume II by Pippa Paton,  
£40, Momentum Books and  
Pippa Paton Design.
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