‘

ia

Restoring or building a house in the country offers the opportunity to create the rural
retreat of your.dreams. For the second year, Country Life presents its defmitive:list

of archit@cts, interior designers, builders and garden designers with the skills and
experience required to turn those dreams into reality.

HE internet is awash with the
websites of architects, interior
designers, builders and garden
designers, but which have a track
record and the sensitivity required to work
on a country property, whether it's in the
UK or abroad? There are obviously many more
than those listed on these pages, but these
are the practitioners whose reputation and
recent work demonstrates that they have
an understanding of both classic and con-
temporary houses fit for the challenges and
demands of modern life, from Georgian
country houses and Modernist villas to
French chiteaux and Alpine chalets.
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Interior decorators
Of all the decorative trends that have
been in vogue during the past 50 years—
be it Scandi, mid-century, Minimalism or
industrial—none has been as powerful
or as enduring as that of the English
country house. Exported all over the
world, it's a near indeterminable alchemy
that informally blends elements such as
mixing brown furniture with contempo-
rary objects, layers of pattern and tex-
tiles, kilims, ikat lampshades and com-
fortable sofas.

There are, thankfully, few rules to
country-house interior design. It's
abroad church of tastes that, with
every new generation of decorators,
is being reinterpreted and producing
some surprising and delightful results.

Pippa Paton

Working from her full-service interior-
design, architecture and project-manage-
ment studio in Kingston Bagpuize, Oxford-
shire, Pippa creates fresh and contempor-
ary rooms that sit happily alongside exposed
historical features—as demonstrated in her
book published last year: Twenty First
Century Cotswolds.

01865 585470; www pippapatondesign.co.uk



