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ESSENTIAL bedrooms

             GREYScale
Interior designer Pippa Paton teams shades of grey with sumptuous 
textures to create a serenely elegant master bedroom
 
PICTURES PAUL CRAIG  I  WORDS AMELIA THORPE

CUBIST 
INFLUENCE
Simple square and 
rectangular shapes 
create a clean, 
uncluttered design, 
with luxury added  
by layering tactile  
and soft textures



n the wrong hands, grey can be a conservative, 
and some might say a boring, choice. But in the 

right hands, it says subtle elegance and serenity. 
Explains interior designer Pippa Paton, ‘The secret 

is to start with one base shade of grey, and then 
layer it with different tones and textures to create 
something that is luxuriously inviting and interesting.’

Which is just what Pippa did in this master 
bedroom in a Grade II listed house in the Cotswolds. ‘My 
clients wanted a calm and restful space, a luxurious retreat  
that made the most of the views of the 300-year old Cedar  
tree and pretty gardens outside the windows,’ says Pippa.  
The master bedroom is on the first floor of the 1850s-built, 
three storey house, and its high ceiling, tall sash windows  
and folding shutters are all original features, which  
Pippa also wanted to highlight when creating her design. 

Working with different shades of grey throughout the  
room, Pippa came up with a design that is balanced and 
symmetrical, in keeping with the style of the windows. ‘We  
used shapes that are square and rectangular, but each a little  
bit different, to add interest and prevent the scheme from 
looking bland,’ she explains. ‘And nor did we want fighting 
shapes and colours – our goal was to create a sense of harmony.’

Besides the luxury of the handmade bed with statement 
headboard, the room has two seating areas – one with a day 
bed, another with two armchairs - to create zones for relaxing. 
‘We thought very carefully about the placement of all the pieces 
in the room,’ continues Pippa. ‘There’s definitely a sense of  
‘less is more’ – we didn’t want to clutter the space – so each 
piece of furniture has to be both useful and beautiful.’

And the finishing touches to this beautiful bedroom? A 
vintage 1970s Italian chandelier, two abstract paintings in 
gentle tones, as well as a softly-folded metallic fabric wall 
sculpture. ‘They aren’t loud, but just lovely to look at – and  
they add to the serene beauty of the room,’ says Pippa.’ eKBB

142   ekbbmagazine.co.uk EKBB November 2014   143   

ESSENTIAL bedrooms

Bedroom prof ile
Design Director Pippa Paton of Pippa Paton Design 
is known for her subtly sophisticated interiors and 
sympathetic restoration and refurbishment of listed 
homes, as shown in this elegant master bedroom of  
a Grade II listed house in the Cotswolds. Shades of  
grey and harmonious textures are combined to create  
a tranquil and light scheme, perfect for a luxurious 
retreat. Pippa Paton Design provides interior design, 
architecture and project management services for 
residential projects in and around the Cotswolds.

PIPPA PATON DESIGN
The West Wing, OBH Kennels, Oxford Road,  
Kingston Bagpuize, Oxfordshire OX13 5AP.
Tel 01865 595470. pippapatondesign.co.uk

How did you begin the room 
scheme? The bedhead is the 
centrepiece of the room. It is 
oversized for drama and finished  
in a horsehair fabric by John Boyd 
Textiles. The company has been 
weaving horsehair since 1837 and 
the fabrics have a subtle, natural 
sheen which is very beautiful. 
We used the same fabric both 
horizontally and vertically to 
create a chequerboard effect –  
I love the way the colours look 
slightly different depending  
on the way the light falls. 

Can you tell us about the other 
textures? We built up layers of 
different shades of grey by using 
multiple fabrics with varying, but 
always soft, textures. So the 
throw on the bed is made from 

pure mohair, the curtains are a 
simple linen, and the cushions 
shimmer with metallic thread. 
Together, they create a 
wonderful sense of luxury.

How did you choose the 
furniture? Most of the pieces are 
designed by us to suit the shape 
and size of the room. The bedside 
tables, mirror, dressing table 
and console are all made of oak 
finished with a grey wash, with a 
clean-lined design that is echoed 
in the shape of the upholstered 
stool at the foot of the bed, and 
even the cube-shaped arm chairs. 
A few gentle curves, in the shape 
of the vintage Italian chandelier, in 
the bedside lamp bases and in the 
paintings, add a touch of softness 
to the smart overall effect.

I
PIPPA PATON 
DESIGN DIRECTOR, 
PIPPA PATON DESIGN
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‘The bedhead is the centrepiece of the 
room. We used the same fabric both 

horizontally and vertically to  
create a chequerboard effect’

FAITHFUL 
RESTORATION 

The sash windows and 
shutters are original, 
and they have been 

carefully restored and 
are now dressed with 

pure linen curtains, 
which frame the view 

of the ancient cedar 
tree outside 

LIGHT DREAMS
 The vintage 1970s 

chandelier was made 
and sourced in Italy and 
adds a beautiful talking 

point to the room



144   ekbbmagazine.co.uk EKBB November 2014   145   

ESSENTIAL bedrooms

GOOD WOOD
Left The oak dressing 
table and mirror are 
finished with a grey 
wash to echo the tones 
of the whole room

TOUCH OF 
GLASS
Below left The Lens 
table lamp is by Best 
& Lloyd and features 
elegant clear glass 
spheres in its base

BED HEAD
Right An oversized 
headboard makes 
a statement piece, 
drawing the eye to 
the focal point of the 
room: the invitingly 
comfortable bed

Stockists
FIXTURES AND ACCESSORIES 
Bed, priced and made to order, Savoir Beds. 
Headboard in Paso fabric by John Boyd 
Textiles; Valance in Threads Ava Granite 
by GP & J Baker; Throw in Cesaro Tango by 
Brian Yates; Cushions in Niello and Nuala by 
Sahco; Curtains in similar fabric, Fanello by 
Sahco; Bespoke bedside tables, dressing 
table, console; Bespoke stool upholstered 
in Threadneedle Silver by Andrew Martin; 
Bespoke mirror; Bespoke armchairs 
covered in Nobilis Zen; Bespoke day bed 
covered in Flannel Cloud with cushions 
in Threadneedle Silver both by Andrew 

Martin; Bespoke wall sculpture; Bespoke 
floor standing lamps and shades; Bespoke 
dressing table lamp and shade; Vintage 
Italian chandelier, all sourced or made and 
priced to order by Pippa Paton Design. Lens 
lamps (on bedside tables), from £891 plus 
shade £288 each, Best & Lloyd. Similar 
wool throw (on day bed), from a selection, 
Johnstons of Elgin. Paintings, price on 
request, Bianca Smith Art. Wall paint, Lead 
II flat emulsion original, £36 per 2.5 litres, 
Paint Library. Similar radiators, from 
a selection, Feature Radiators.

FOR STOCKISTS, SEE PAGE 152

‘There’s definitely a sense of ‘less is more’. Each 
piece of furniture is both useful and beautiful’


