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T
he contem

porary pendant 
light w

as chosen so as not  
to com

pete w
ith the artw

ork  
in this room

, w
hich includes a 

nature scene of Pennsylvania, 
w

here A
ga and A

ndrew
 once 

lived, and an oil painting by 
local C

otsw
olds artist Peter 

W
hite. T

he beautifully w
orn 

w
ooden table top, w

hich  
has a new

 base m
ade from

  
aged tim

ber, is team
ed w

ith 
Sw

edish and French antiques. 
C

ircle 6
0

 suspension light in 
B

ronze finish, £1,140, Le D
eun 

Lum
inaires, 0

7717 171537, ledeun.
com

. B
ow

l oil painting, Peter 
W

hite at B
rian S

infield G
allery, 

0
1993 824464, briansinfield.com

. 
W

alls in Flint G
rey, Flat Em

ulsion, 
£41 for 2.5 litres, Zoffany, 0

844 
543 460

0, zoffany.com
. 

    Artful 
BA

L
A

N
CE

W
O

R
D

S
 R

A
C

H
E

L
 L

E
E

D
H

A
M

 P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

S
 R

A
C

H
A

E
L

 S
M

IT
H

The sim
plicity of a pared-back C

otsw
old hom

e 
provides the perfect canvas for this fam

ily’s 
grow

ing collection of paintings and photographs
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he fam
ily likes to gather here to play board 

gam
es and sit by the w

oodburning stove. T
he 

w
ing chair and sofa are both antiques that  

have been reupholstered in a slub linen and  
a H

arris tw
eed respectively, both of w

hich  
bring w

arm
th and texture to the space. 

For a sim
ilar footstool, try The S

ofa &
 C

hair 
C

om
pany, 0

20
 8752 8935, thesofaandchair.co.uk. 

Footstool in H
arris in Ecru, £42m

, W
arw

ick, 0
1451 

822383, w
arw

ick.co.uk. A
rtw

ork, Federico Infante, 
federicoinfante.com

. Tw
ig w

all light in B
ronze,  

£252; Long half lam
pshade in Pale O

live silk, £34; 
both Vaughan, 0

20
 7349 460

0, vaughandesigns.
com

. S
eahorse sculpture, M

elanie D
eegan 

S
culptures, 0

7596 919787, m
elaniedeegan.com

. 
W

alls in S
ilver, Flat Em

ulsion, £41 for 2.5 litres, 
Zoffany, 0

844 543 460
0, zoffany.com

. 
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A
ga M

cD
aniel w

ill never forget her first  
trip to the C

otsw
olds w

ith her husband, 
A

ndrew
, three years ago. “E

very corner w
e 

turned unveiled one breathtaking scene 
after another; it w

as rather like w
alking 

around an art gallery full of O
ld M

asters,” she recalls.  
T

he couple, w
ho had m

oved to L
ondon from

 N
ew

 York in 
2005 and have tw

o children (H
enry, aged five, and Izabela, 

seven), found them
selves draw

n back to the area tim
e  

and again. “W
e w

ere starting to grow
 out of our hom

e in 
L

ondon and w
e w

ere very keen to have a larger garden,” 
A

ga explains. “W
e realised that this is w

here w
e w

anted 
to bring up our children.” 
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A
ga, w

ho is Polish but m
oved to A

m
erica as a child, and 

A
ndrew

, w
ho grew

 up in G
eorgia, first started searching 

for their new
 hom

e in February 2013, but it took eight 
m

onths before they finally discovered this four-bedroom
 

cottage. B
uilt in the late 1990

s and set in glorious  
private gardens in a village in the heart of the C

otsw
olds, 

it w
as, they felt, the perfect place to raise a young fam

ily. 
A

s passionate art collectors, the couple also liked the  
natural light and flat, even w

alls, w
hich w

ould be ideal for 
displaying their collection of photography and paintings. 

A
lthough the cottage w

as som
ew

hat dated, A
ga had a 

vision of how
 it could be transform

ed to suit a lifestyle in 
w

hich art, m
usic, cooking and the outdoors all play im

por-
tant roles. “W

e discovered Pippa Paton sim
ply by searching 

for leading C
otsw

olds interior designers on the internet,” 
says A

ga. “It w
as critical for us to find a local specialist 

w
ith a deep understanding of the area.”
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A

ga and A
ndrew

’s brief w
as to com

pletely renovate the 
cottage, opening up the room

s so that the interior felt 
m

ore integrated, w
ithout straying outside the footprint  

of the property. Pippa’s solution w
as to m

ove w
alls by a 

foot or tw
o here and there, and to gently pare back the 

interior architecture, rem
oving doors and w

idening the 
apertures of each doorw

ay. In the kitchen, a w
all w

as 

brought forw
ard to enlarge the tiny boot room

 behind so 
that it now

 also serves as a utility area w
hile, upstairs, the 

layout w
as subtly tw

eaked to m
ake m

ore econom
ical use 

of the space. B
leached oak flooring helps to unite the living 

areas, w
hile pale lim

estone in the kitchen m
akes the room

 
feel light and spacious.
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T

he couple’s artw
ork, w

hich ranges from
 contem

porary  
photography – A

ndrew
 is a keen am

ateur photographer 
him

self – to 18th-century oil paintings, w
as a key consid-

eration in P
ippa’s schem

e. T
he purchase of a dram

atic 
painting by the C

hilean artist Federico Infante is a case in 
point. T

he fam
ily w

as in N
ew

 York for C
hristm

as tw
o years 

ago w
hen A

ga and A
ndrew

 saw
 and fell in love w

ith the 
painting. A

ga im
m

ediately sent a photograph of it to 
P

ippa, saying that she w
anted the sitting room

 to be 
designed around it. Today, hanging on the facing w

all, is 
another piece by the sam

e artist, this tim
e com

m
issioned 

by the couple to celebrate their daughter’s sixth birthday. 
“Izabela becam

e a passionate cello player at a young age, 
so w

hile Federico does not do portraits per se, he w
as  

prepared to paint an im
agining of her as an older girl  

w
ith her cello. W

e w
ere stunned by the result,” A

ga says. 
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P
ippa has w

orked w
ith the couple’s art, devisin

g  
knocked-back schem

es that subtly draw
 on the colours of 

the countryside – tonal hues that span greenish greys to 
pale shades of stone. M

ost of the furniture in the house is 
antique, m

uch of it Scandinavian or French, w
hile fabrics 

are natural and include linens, w
ools and H

arris tw
eeds.

For the kitchen, crafted by m
aster cabinetm

akers, 
Pippa devised a m

ix of painted cabinets and doors clad in 
bleached oak, w

ith the sam
e tactile tim

ber covering the 
w

all separating the space from
 the boot room

. “W
e spend 

a lot of tim
e in the kitchen and w

e love the w
ay the French 

w
indow

s link it w
ith the outside,” says A

ga. “W
hen w

e have 
guests, w

e all tend to congregate around the island and in 
the sum

m
er w

e spill out onto the terrace. It’s lovely being 
in this room

 w
atching the children play in the garden.”

K
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H

E
N

A
 bleached-oak panelled w

all, 
C

um
brian stone w

orktops and 
pale lim

estone flooring lend a 
sense of depth to the kitchen. 
T

he natural m
aterials and soft 

paint colours w
ere chosen  

to unite the interior w
ith the 

m
ellow

 C
otsw

old stone façade. 

B
espoke kitchen, P

ippa Paton 
D

esign, 0
1865 595470, 

pippapatondesign.co.uk. M
ercury 

electric oven w
ith gas hob, 

£3,499, M
ercury A

ppliances, 0
80

0
 

80
4 6261, m

ercuryappliances.
co.uk. Ionian deck-m

ounted taps, 
£349 each, Perrin &

 R
ow

e, 0
170

8 
526361, perrinandrow

e.co.uk. 

K
itchen cabinets in O

pus, O
il 

Eggshell, £60
 for 2.5 litres; w

alls  
in Felt III, Flat Em

ulsion, £37.50
 for 

2.5 litres; Paint &
 Paper Library, 

0
20

 7823 7755, paint-library.co.uk. 
A

cid-etched S
haker lim

estone 
fl

ooring, £66sq m
, Tow

n and 
C

ountry Flooring, 0
1993 824331, 

tow
ncountryflooring.co.uk.
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Furnished w
ith antique pieces (above left) and  

an upholstered French-style bed (left), this room
 

exudes a sense of subtle luxury. 
S

im
ilar bed, A

ntoinette king-size bed w
ith footboard, 

£1,695, G
raham

 and G
reen, 0

20
 8987 370

0, 
graham

andgreen.co.uk. T
hrow

 in C
orde, £118m

, 
C

hase Erw
in, 0

20
 8875 1222, chase-erw

in.com
. 

M
om

o w
all lights in bronze finish, from

 £185 each, 
A

stro, 0
1279 4270

0
1, astrolighting.co.uk. W

alls in 
B

lanket, Flat Em
ulsion, £37.50

 for 2.5 litres, Paint &
 

Paper Library, 0
20

 7823 7755, paint-library.co.uk. 
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T
he crisp m

onochrom
e schem

e (above) com
bines 

the clean lines of a sleek w
hite C

orian basin  
and bath, w

hich are bespoke designs by Pippa 
Paton, w

ith the natural beauty and texture of  
a riven slate floor.
N

ero riven slate, around £24sq m
, M

andarin S
tone, 

0
160

 0
71 5444, m

andarinstone.com
.

K
nocked-back schem

es subtly draw
 on the colours of the countryside 

– tonal hues that span greenish greys to pale shades of stone.
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A
 chalky blue-grey paint colour (above) m

akes a 
soothing backdrop for this striking 19th-century 
oil painting by French artist A

m
edée Julien 

M
arcel-C

lém
ent, w

hich A
ga fell in love w

ith at 
first sight. O

n a bedside chest sits a replica of a 
bronze head of H

ypnos, the god of sleep. 
Louis X

V
 caned painted bed, from

 £4,0
75, A

nd  
S

o To B
ed, 0

80
8 144 4343, andsotobed.co.uk.  

T
hrow

 in H
alcyon, £134m

, C
hase Erw

in, 0
20

 8875 
1222, chase-erw

in.com
. H

ypnos replica, £550,  
The B

ritish M
useum

 S
hop, 0

80
0

 218 2222, 
britishm

useum
shoponline.org. 
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