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Denise Barkley meets a designer who is transforming character Cotswold
properties for life in the 2Ist century
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he beautiful, historic buildings of the
I Cotswolds are an integral part of its pastoral
loveliness — but they need an expert to ensure

they survive and thrive.

Enter interior designer Pippa Paton who, for the
past decade, has devoted herself to preserving the
Cotswolds’ history, architecture and buildings,
while making them relevant to 21st-century living.

During that time she has applied her expertise to
an abundance of projects around the Cotswolds,
creating homes which reflect the lifestyle and
tastes of the individuals who live there, in tandem
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with preserving historic and listed buildings for
generations to come. Drawing on her creative
experience, Pippa has just had her first book Twenty
First Century Cotswolds published. Whether you
are looking for design inspiration, or just want
to take a peek at an alluring showcase of other
people’s gorgeous homes, this glossy volume is a
coffee table essential.

“I’m really excited about the book, I’ ve wanted to
write it for a long time and I'm so happy with it,” said
Pippa, founder of the interior design, architecture
and project management company Pippa Paton,

based in South Oxfordshire at Kingston Bagpuize.
Pippa always had a love of colour and texture and
an instinctive ability to see the potential of a space,
but she started her career in a completely different
sphere — as a chartered accountant.

However, by 2006 she couldn’t repress her
bubbling creativity any longer and, in collaboration
with her husband Scott, who handles the project
and construction management of his wife’s design
assignments, Pippa launched her new business.

“For decades, Cotswold interior design was quite
traditional — antique furniture, heavy curtains and
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country kitchens abounded,” said Pippa. “Though
sharing many materials and design features, Cotswold
buildings are surprisingly diverse in style.

“So, as we settle into the 21st century it is really
inspiring to see the breadth of contemporary styles
that people are welcoming.”

These range from a Scandinavian pared-back
approach and rustic and agricultural aesthetic
through to industrial chic, luxe detailing and
boutique hotel ambience.

“All of these styles sit comfortably inside the
stone and timbers that, in some cases, date back
five centuries or more,” Pippa explained. Initially,
Pippa spends time getting to know the client and
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their lifestyle and her design is also influenced by
how long they intend to stay in the property, be it
two years, ten, or forever.

“We may have to solve design and construction
problems along the way, but that is what we do and
there is always a solution,” she added.

“I know how I want a place to look, and it’s not
necessarily an easy route, but the end result will
be worth it.” Sometimes there are some surprises
along the way.

“We uncovered an ancient well in one property,
which was a bit unexpected,” said Pippa. “We gave
it a glass cover and illuminated it underneath — it’s
fabulous, I couldn’t have added a better design
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feature if I’d actually thought of it!”

While there is diversity of styles, there’s an
underlying demand for functionality, ease of living,
the latest technology and luxurious amenities. This
encompasses everything from underfloor heating
to spa-like bathrooms and entirely new types of
desirable space, such as secondary and outdoor
kitchens, home cinemas, boot rooms and gyms.
There are even shower rooms for muddy dogs.

Another design trend is what Pippa called
‘broken-plan’ living.

“In one of my favourite projects we took down all
the walls on the ground floor of the house and had
lots of zones to break up the space,” she explained.

“Each area was given its own look and character,
defined in various ways such as by a piece of
furniture or a different floor finish, creating a

number of liveable spaces within one big space.

“It’s a question of maintaining the integrity of
these ancient buildings, while bringing the rooms in
line with what the client needs now. I’m passionate
about ensuring the contrast between old and ultra-
modern works in perfect harmony.”

Lighting is a design fundamental which Pippa
makes a priority. “Large old buildings can be
dark, and have small windows, so planning the
lighting is one of the first things we do, you can’t
do it retrospectively. I think of lighting in layers,
designing the general lighting first then task lighting
for things like food preparation or an office, and
then ambient and feature lighting.”

Unlike a lot of interior designers, Pippa offers
kitchen and bathroom planning too. “Kitchens
are a particularly detailed process,” she revealed.

“We deliver the true meaning of bespoke — truly
unique and personalised spaces.

“There will not be another kitchen like the one
we create for you, guaranteed.”

Always practical, Pippa is keen to reduce clutter
by providing the nuts and bolts to keep spaces clear.
A kitchen she designed included a set of drawers
for each member of the family to put their laptop
or ipad away in, with a charging dock at the back
of each drawer.

She also installed invisible chargers in a Corian
worktop — Smartphones and ipads are just plonked
on top to ‘magically’ charge. Clever!

Twenty First Century Cotswolds by Pippa
Paton, £40, is published by Momentum Books
W: pippapatondesign.co.uk
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