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Pippa Paton designs exquisite homes for other
people. Denise Barkley talks to Pippa about the

exhilarating challenge of creating the perfect home
for herself and her family

Perfecting the
LIVING SPACE

S
he and husband Scott, with
whom she runs the interior
design, architecture and project
management company Pippa
Paton, based in Kingston
Bagpuize, put their heads

together to draw up plans for a fabulous
family home – created from two ancient
Grade II Listed barns just outside Faringdon.

A spacious open-plan living area is at
the heart of the home, made all the more
dramatic by a vaulted dining space where
vintage Murano glass chandeliers are
suspended over a long steel table and chairs.
The bronze head of a Highland cow, by
sculptor Tessa Campbell-Fraser, keeps a
beady eye on proceedings from the glass
walkway above.

The colour scheme hinges on restful
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shades of grey and oatmeal with oodles of
texture – stone, fur, velvet, resin and marble
all mingle together in perfect harmony. Open-
plan is currently popular, but needs carefully
thinking through, advised Pippa.

“People go ahead knocking down walls
and stripping back, then don’t know what to
do with the space,” she said.

“I call my method ‘broken plan’, using
different types of flooring and layered lighting
to delineate the various areas .

“This kind of style is also enhanced by
large and eclectic decorative items to break it
up. We have used some lovely pieces brought
back from our travels.”

All this style doesn’t necessarily have to
cost a fortune though. Pippa and Scott are
great fans of vintage and upcycled fixtures
and fittings as illustrated in their sleek kitchen

where the stainless steel island was ‘divided’
by inserting a piece of marble found during
renovations. An upcycled science lab cabinet
displays glass and crockery, and stools bought
from eBay have been painted to match
the décor. A focal point for the kitchen is
provided by a vintage French café sign.

This beautiful home, which Pippa and
Scott share with their children Max, 18, and
Scarlett, 15, was a labour of love for the
design-orientated couple who purchased it
seven years ago. Created from two barns built
in 1867, the main barn had been converted
20 years previously and had underfloor
heating, good insulation and double-glazing,
which were all retained, while the second
barn was still in its original state except
for a tiny flat, which the family, plus their
dog and three cats, crammed into for two

years while the renovation took place. The
work was extensive and in the original barn
included installing an air source heat pump,
demolishing most of the ground floor walls,
moving the staircase and constructing an
ultra-modern glass walkway. When this was

‘This kind of style
is also enhanced by
large and eclectic
decorative items
to break it up’
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finished, and the family moved in, work
began on the second barn. It now contains
an open-plan area for Max, Scarlett and their
friends to socialise, with two bedrooms and a
bathroom above.

“It means they can make a noise and not
disturb us,” smiled Pippa. “Scott and I can sit
in front of the fire in our part of the house
in peace.” Scott, who handles the project
and construction management of his wife’s
design assignments, rose to the very personal
challenge of overseeing their own home
project. His favourite part of the house is the
lofty dining area.

“It’s six-metres high, but it’s still
comfortable, inviting and intimate,” he
revealed. “We do a lot of entertaining and get
some great comments about it.”

For more than a decade, and having
shelved her career as a chartered accountant
in favour of indulging her bubbling creativity,
Pippa has applied her expertise to an
abundance of interior design projects around
the Cotswolds, creating homes which reflect
the lifestyle and tastes of the individuals who
live there, in tandem with preserving historic
and Listed buildings for generations to come.

Last year, she had her first book Twenty
First Century Cotswolds published and,

whether you are looking for design inspiration
or just want to take a peek at an alluring
showcase of other people’s gorgeous
homes, this glossy volume is worthy of any
coffee table.

“Though sharing many materials and
design features, Cotswold buildings are
surprisingly diverse in style, so it is really
inspiring to see the breadth of contemporary
styles that people are welcoming,” said Pippa.

These range from a Scandinavian pared-
back approach and rustic and agricultural
aesthetic through to industrial chic, luxe
detailing and boutique hotel ambience. Pippa
added: “I’m passionate about ensuring the
contrast between old and ultra-modern
works in perfect harmony.” As illustrated
in superb style in her own home, this is
eminently possible.

pippapatondesign.co.uk
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