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ABOVE In this 
new-build bathroom 
by Pippa Paton 
Design, sleek, 
modern fittings are 
combined with 
interesting textures 
for a feeling of 
comfort and luxury. 
The bath has been 
placed to maximise 
views of the 
woodland, and the 
shape of the vanity 
shelf and surround 
reflects the unusual 
architecture of  
the window. 
LEFT Natascha 
Dartnall of ND 
Studios included 
contemporary and 
traditional elements 
in this refreshing 
bathroom, which 
focuses on a dramatic 
free-standing bath, 
finished in black, 
which prevents the 
room feeling sterile. 
The pea green chair 
adds a further dash 
of colour. 

Modernity

ADVICE FROM THE EXPERTS

On contemporary style
“To let the individual pieces  
in a modern country bathroom 
shine, try to keep the floor  
and wall finishes in the 
background, with relatively 
few materials that are as 

seamless as possible.” 
Pippa Paton, founder, Pippa Paton Design

BUYER’S GUIDE

A determinedly modern scheme can work extremely 
well in a country bathroom, with a pleasing 
combination of simple, striking sanitaryware, 
traditional architecture and glorious views of the 
natural world outside. “Sleek, contemporary fittings 
create an uncluttered look that adds to the feeling  
of serenity and luxury, while also providing the latest 
technologies and excellent storage space,” says  
designer Pippa Paton. 

“In an older country property, we would expose and 
enhance the materials of the building itself, perhaps  
an old stone wall or beautiful beams,” she adds. 
“Alternatively, simply using natural materials such  
as a timber floor or a linen-covered stool will soften 
contemporary shapes.” To create a seamless look, 
Paton recommends finishes such as resin, polished 
plaster and very large-scale porcelain or marble tiles, 
rather than typical bathroom tiling which creates a 
background of grout lines. n
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