“It’s all about having things that feel good
together in terms of texture and colour,”
says Marc Weaver of Guinevere Antiques.
This means taking care in choosing
materials, whether it be mahogany, velvet,
Bakelite or resin. A varied selection of
textures is always helpful to create pleasant
acoustics, enhance a sense of comfort and
ease, and give a welcoming impression.
Beyond that, it can be aesthetically
intriguing to contrast the materials
and/or textures of bygone and modern
times - a 2lst-century lacquer table paired
with a Lloyd Loom chair, a block-printed
wallpaper with a velvet headboard, or a
plastic table on a slate floor, for example.
Interior designer Pippa Paton advises
that the key to a successful scheme is to
identify the tonal palette from the fabric
of the building and then introduce new
and eclectic pieces in similar shades,
adding textures to soften the look and
add interest. “Authenticity is key, so
avoid faux old pieces,” she says. “A very
contemporary piece of furniture in the
same colour or texture of the space
can enhance the scheme, but a boldly
coloured or patterned piece may feel at

odds with its surroundings.”
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