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“There has been a
huge increase in

demand for spaces
to be less activity-specific and more easily
adaptable. Alongside this is a rise in
demand for bespoke, built-in joinery,
which allows work areas, for example,

to be shut away when not in use. There is
also a demand for quiet, noscreen spaces,
which can be shut off from a main area
when required.

We have also noticed a substantial
increase in clients asking for two separate
workspaces in their homes that are capable
of supporting remote working. These need
to be separate, and able to be shut off from

the other spaces, so that two people can
host video conferencing simultaneously.

Creating flexible, broken-plan spaces can
be achieved through physical dividers, at
either full or half height - such as sliding,
glazed screens, pocket doors or fully

opening doors, or curtains which can

ADAPTABLE ZONES

be drawn across to close off a space.
Halfheight walls or a piece of furniture
such as a console with lamps also provide
a physical divide.

Alternatively, it could simply be a visual
difference - such as a change in material
at floor level, or a change in height at floor
or at ceiling level. An alteration in wall
colour or material, too - perhaps from
light to dark or flat to very textured,
particularly when going into a smaller,
more cosy space, can clearly differentiate
and zone the areas.” p

ABOVE A large, open-plan area is the focus
of this cart-shed conversion by Pippa Paton
It comprises a dining space and two
comfortable seating areas, and the furniture
is grouped so that family and guests can

enjoy each other's company, share a meal,

read, play a board game or relax around the

woodburner. Strategically placed rugs and a
console table with two large lamps delineate

the different zones.
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