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One of today’s most visionary designers in country cool has to be Pippa Paton.
Breathing new life into Cotswold homes once stagnated with antique furniture,
potpourri and heavy curtains has become her signature style and one | tru ly admire...

' “j;.:"hilst her vision ancestry of the building,
¢ respects each
building’s histoty, Pippa replaced knotty pine with

iron, steel and glass - materials
usually reserved for industtial loft
living in London or New York, not
immediately typical of the English
countryside. Yet, if you think about
it, they are exactly the tight materials TE N1 S T
to sympathetically merge old with Ty WiwDo
new and allow in natural light, whilst
retaining an agtricultural feel. The

o . Pippa embraces
Scandinavian, industrial and
contemporary influences to create
country homes fit for modern
times with all the demands this
entails, from smart tech and home
cinemas, to yoga studios. Yet the
integrity of the country aesthetic
is maintained. Pippa’s approach

Polly Gibbs, Creative Director at
Coco Design, shares her down to

highlights the fabric of the buildings
she works within. Original character
is punctuated by new ideas rather
than overwhelmed or concealed

by them - as was the habit of our
seventies and cighties forbearers
whose tendency was to clad, plaster
over, or rip out.

This stunning 19th century
barn conversion is a case in point,
providing the opportunity to truly
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showcase beautiful characteristics

building’s true narrative. But that’s
only part of the story. Part of the
design bricf included a recuest
from the owners that anything ‘new’
should be a nod to the agricultural

design.
once hidden by pine and Victorian
details completely at odds with the The

Pippa using wooden skittles that
once belonged to photographer
Man Ray, forged together in iron
by a blacksmith. The darkness of
the iron is echoed in the stairs, grid

pressed steel staircase contrasts
against a crisp white wall and is
simultaneously sturdy yet slight due
to it’s petforated treads and minimal

earth approach to interiors, from

design secrets to trends and
everything in between.

mirror and original inky blue slate
foor, all flanked by the double

chandelier was designed by

height timber batn doors. From
slate, linen, wool, faux fur, steel and
wood, to rustic finds duting the
building work, the result is a natural
patina that’s timeless, authentic and

Continued on page 52
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understated. And this is just the
entrance.

Crafted and vintage pieces, wotn
and weathered by touch are cleverly
reimagined throughout Pippa’s
projects. Here an old stable door
is now a shower privacy screen,
providing a textural contrast to the
William Holland copper bath and
white resin floor. Sutrounded by

glass walls, the bathroom appeats

to float, suspended on a mezzanine
above the master bedroom, reached
via a white coated steel staircase.

Moving on to Pippa’s own home,
naturally it’s a bagn conversion,
created with her husband Scott who
brings Pippa’s designs to life as their
company MDD, personally overseeing
each construction. As a former
Global Business Director in the
world of advertising, Scott remains

driven by the Saatchi & Saatchi
mantra ‘nothing is impossible’. Tn
design this is a particularly necessary
attitude.

Their home, two batns originally
built in 1867 and now connected
by a contemporary glass building,
provides a unique space that
demonstrates how eclectic art can
be right at home in the country. The
barns were opened up by removing
all internal walls and existing doors,

ity Z‘P'rpp'al’ato? ¢

except to the boot room/back
kitchen that cleverly hides dinner
party excess away from the main,
open plan industrial-chic kitchen.
Grey resin floors, lime-washed walls
and exposed stone form the basis
of the colour palette throughout, as
seen here in the lounge, allowing the
building and art to take centre stage.

The showstopper is a stunning
bronze-cast Highland Cow by Tessa
Campbell Fraser (main image page
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It’s important to locate furniture
to maximise their functional impact;

a chair in a light and airy nook, a

breakfast table in the morning sun,
ot a shower in the afternoon glow
for example. This laid-back harmony
inspites a restful ambience that’s
petfect for a weekend escape.

have to be on a grand scale, at the
opposite end of the size spectrum
is The Shepherds Hut. Created,
designed and built by Richard
Becher at Nettlebeds Farm Studios,
Hampshire,

This little gem mayv be compact
and bijousx, vet it still packs a design
punch. Not only is it super cute,
ir’s been styled with my favourite

But why wait to escape when
you can wake up to this style every
morning? Create this look with
products from Daylesford, Nkuku,
Neptune and Design Vintage.

pattern, Honey Bees by Vanessa
Barneby. The dark charcoal and gold
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bee panel is a really effective feature
against which the red chairs just
pop. But it gets better - the panel
drops down to reveal a double

bed - clever. T also like the way
chicken wire is incorporated within
the kitchen cabinet doors, echoing
the farm location. Antique mirror
panels on the.door add a teeny hint
of glam and hide a little ensuite
complete with shower. Charmingly
simple, fuss free and available

to rent via Airbnb, (Honey Bees
Wallpaper, £87 pert roll, fabric £63

per metre. Barneby Gates).

What each of these projects
demonstrates in there own unique
way is the importance of materials
and context in creating a modern
interpretation of country living,
Testural elements are key, so look

for textures in everything you
chose, but the real element of a
successful cool country vibe is
surprise. It’s the unexpected derails

@ Polly is an award-winning designer, Decorex100 interiors influencer
& Amara Interiors Blog Award Finalist. If you've got a rockin’ interior
or design dilemma, message her and it could feature in the next issue.
E: polly@curious-coco.com W: www.curious-coco.com

Insta, Twitter, FB: @ TheCuriousCoco

Country’ Pinterest board and follow
{@thecuriouscoco on instagram

for a kaleidoscope of design
inspiration.

The Shephél‘ds Hut by Richard Becher

Source List
pippapatondesign.co.uk
Airbnb - The Shepherds Hut
booking: richard@nettlebeds.net
thewildrabbit.co.uk
barnebygates.com
daylesford.com

nkuku.com

neptune.com
designvintage.co.uk
1stdibs.co.uk
georgesmith.com
pinterest.co.uk/curious_coco

that pack a punch.

For more
inspiration browse
- the Cutious Coco

 dedicated ‘Cool

instagram.com/thecuriouscoco




