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STEP INSIDE by Polly Gibbs

Carefully Considered Interiors with Natural Charm
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Design is an intuitive process, led by heartfelt choices, often achingly so. By peeling
back the layers of furniture, finishes and architecture, the principles at play are
revealed to better
understand how to make
a room work. Not so
much a formula, more a
creative thread, where
together the elements
become greater than

the sum of their parts. ...

Step inside

T atural marenals ane

: } | Polly Gibbs, Creative Director at
| TMCRESS, VeI Winen |"'|_'|: f L]

Coco Design, shares her down to
earth approach to interiors, from
duign secrets to trends amd

wclything in between.

in textural contrasts an
CXCIEEr shilft ooours,
Siting the rough touch of stone next to

smooth plaster, or steel next to wood

tor example, serves 1o amplity each designer Pippa Paton docs so expently,  skilfully weaves a eohesive parchwork el rhwthm remain respected; “1 fee

through the contrast of the other, 1 fearured i her new boolk, “Tweniy af h '.m'ErlrL-d materials oo hreathe strongdy that every interior shouwld be

This is what Okxtordshire mtenor First Century Cotswolds, Senes 1, She new life into buildings, whose history Continued on page 36
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i';l'n_m. Fippa Paton

Homes & Gardens

Walle Lite : Bec/lan 200-11

Basin detail, Cotswold Estate, Pippa Paton
PP

Continued from page 34 A ¢
relevant to the building and its history, -
and that it should exude a quiet sense
of harmony™.

Texture plays the main part in rustic
scitings, organic shapes and tactile
fabrics are softening, corners can
be weathered and worn - embracing
imperfection encourages a relaxed
atmosphere. A soothing palette of
chalks, oat, flax, clay and terracotta,

15 injected with pastels, or ncher inky
blues, forest greens and shades of
chareoal for a hint of drama. (Bull Pen,
Bibury Parm Barms images above,
right and on page 42).

Formality and informality are casily
dialled up or down through the surface
materials used and percentage of dark
shades introduced - the more reflectve

the materials and darker the room,

the more dramatic and chic. “Where
used in abundance to cover Aoors,
wills and ceilings, darker tones can
lend a cocooning feel 1o a room™ - and
cocooning is an cffective antidote w
things we can’t control. (Stables image
Opposite page).

MNestled in woods on the Danish
cooast 15 the woeckend reereat of

architects Masahiro Kutsume and
Mette Predskild. They're contemporary
rugged cocoon is a consequence of

fusing their respective Scandinavian
and Japanese hentage. Taking a slow
and considered approach w both

design and build, the couple were
inspired by Junschiro Tantzakis book
Continued on page 38

SEE vole L :Doc/lan 2020-21

Homes & Gardens

Walw Lie : Dee./Fan 2 0ch0-E1

— e e

lapanese eriquetie

Homes & Gardens

Wale Uba : Dec/lan 2020-T1

Continued from page 36 _
Rustic Kirchen lr_'.' Kutsume & Fredakild, fearred in Scandi Busti
‘In Prase of Shadows’ which
celebrates the delicare and nuaneed,
the understatod and nataral, whilse
also embracing shadows and patinas,
{In a wider culwral context its a

commentary on the collision berween
the “shadows’ of mradinonal Japanese

interiors and the ‘dazeling’ |i:_'J'|I, of
modern western culmere). Built in
separate sections to gently sit in the
landscape without dominabong it, the
part blackened wood, part steel extenior
15 punctuated with large windows
that frame the sea and allow i lots
of davlighe. A striking stainless seeel
kitchen contrasts against the wood clad
1 .'|§|'\u.r "\-il'l"l["l'. HI'|.|-:;|,'| '-.i.'ill‘* -:||'“i|;|_': P.-:lfl.'l:,;l_'
in simple clay pots. In the hallway a
basin sits on a simple drfrwood able,
embracing the Japancse etiquette
for guests to wash their hands upon
arnival (this could catch on) - image on
previous page (37). ;
Such homes embrace seasonal | |
rhvthms, avoiding visual stagnation
by srvling with namral foliage, :

Scandinavians do this naturally

of course, content o be at home
surrounded by ever changing namral
clements that by thw -|'-i1".:. Such
simplicity is restorative, bringng a

sense of quiet authenuerty in contrast
to the treney of modern life.

This eontemporary rustic aesthetic
works in 0w OF country, in period
propertics, new builds, or Cotswald

barns, vet shared pninciples remain

at play. Let a house breathe, embrace
the architectural integnty of older
homes, use natural textures and patinas
to give new homes character, and let

rural homes draw inspiration from the
surrounding landscape. Forge old with
néw, add pieces that intngue, pair the
practical with the beautitul and layer
textures, Surround vourself with things
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Cloakroom, featured in Scandi Busnic

you consider comfortable, beautifil and
interesung - this 18 how to home.

For a fix of design inspo between
magaxines visit: curious-coco.com and chat
with Polly on Insta, Twitter and Facebook (@)
theounouscoco

Source List: Twenty First Century
Cotswolds, Volume 11, is published by
Pippa Paton Design Ltd and Momentum
Books (£40). Photography by Paul Craig,

Scandi Rustic by Rebecca Lawson and
Reena Simon, is published by Ryland
Peters & Small (£19.99). Photography by

Elizabethan Manor, Pippa Paton

Bemamin Edwards.
www.pippapaton.co.uk
www.biburyfarm.com
www.malmoandmoss.com
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® Polly is an award-winning designer,

Decorex100 interiors influencer & Amara
Interiors Blog Award Finalist, IT you've

got a rockin’ interior or design dilemma,
message her and it could feature in the next
issue. E: polly@curious-coco.com

W: www.curious-coco.com

[nsta, Twitter, FB: @TheCuriousCoco




